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Lawmaker suspects US. was warned about 1995 blowup 


BY TIM DORAN 
Free Press Staff Writer 

DENVER — As the second Oklahoma 
City bombing trial grinds forward in U.S. 
District Court in Denver, another investiga- 
tion is quietly continuing at the scene of the 
crime, searching for more suspects and a 
bigger conspiracy than just two men and a 
truck full of fertilizer and racing fuel. 

Since June 30, a grand jury in Oklahoma 


City has called about 35 witnesses, includ- 
ing some who claim the government knew 
in advance about the April 19, 1995, explo- 
sion that killed 168 people at the Alfred P. 
Murrah federal office building. 

“We're just saying we want the whole 
truth and we want justice,” said Oklahoma 
state Rep. Charles Key, a Republican from 
Oklahoma City who pushed for the grand 
jury probe. “Lay the truth out on the table, 


Politicians grand jury idea: Conspiracy 


and it will take care of itself.” 

Key said he believes the grand jury may 
issue indictments before it shuts down, 
stoking doubts about the massive federal 


bombing investigation that was closed with 
two arrests and no additional suspects. 

The FBI agent,who headed that investi- 
gation said a cover-up on the order being 
suggested by some grand jury witnesses 
would have been impossible. 


Please see OKLAHOMA, Page 10A 
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Blast conspiracy theory probed 


OKLAHOMA, from Page 54 


“You would have to have a mas- 
conspiracy of 25 or 30 different 
law enforcement agencies and hun- 
dreds of different law enforcement 
personnel for this allegation to be 
true,” said Weldon Kennedy, former 
FBI deputy director. “It's just outra- 
geous to suggest otherwise.” 

Others close to the investigation 
think the grand jury will quietly 
reach the same conclusion as the 
federal grand jury that in August 
1995 indicted former Army Sgt. 
Timothy McVęi h, 29, and Michigan 
native Terry ichols, 42, on identical 
conspiracy and murder charges. 
McVeigh was convicted in June and 
sentenced to die. 

Jury selection continued Monday 
for the trial of Nichols, a Lapeer 
native who became friends with 
McVeigh during an 11-month Army 
hitch. 

` The Oklahoma City grand jury 
was assembled as a result of a peti- 
tion drive led by Key and Glenn 
Wilburn, an Oklahoman who lost two 
grandsons in the bombing and has 
since died. The pair faced widespread 
criticism as they collected signatures 
necessary to empanel the grand jury 
of 12 members and three alternates 
who meet in secret at a county jail in 
Oklahoma. 

The grand jury can sit for 12 
months and get an extension. 

Key is among those who say they 
believe the government was warned 
about the bombing. He also thinks 
others besides McVeigh and Nichols 
were involved, and agrees with those 
who say the damage was too great to 
have been caused by only a 4,000- 
pound truck bomb. 

` MeVeigh’s lawyers tried to bring 
ome of the broader conspiracy theo- 

s to light at his trial, but were 

ted by U.S. District Judge Rich- 

d Matsch, who said they were not 

relevant to the evidence against 

McVeigh. Lawyers ig gd on his 
appeal are trying agai 

The grand jury aei heard from 
Carol Howe, who was an informant 
for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms in late 1994 and visited 
Elohim City, a white separatist en- 
clave in eastern Oklahoma that the 
ATF was investigating. Phone rec- 
ords show that McVeigh placed a 
brief call to Elohim City about two 
weeks before the bombing. 

Howe has said that she reported 
the plans of Andreas Strassmeir, a 
German national with links to a racist 


group, to attack the U.S. government 
through bombings, assassinations 
and mass shootings. 

According to claims in McVeigh’s 
appeal, Howe also reported that her 
former boyfriend, Dennis Mahon, a 
white separatist who once lived in 
Lincoln Park, and Strassmeir dis- 
cussed the Murrah building as one of 
three targets and cased it several 

Howe, who was acquitted this 
summer of unrelated explosive 
charges, was not allowed to testify at 
McVeigh’s trial; Mahon denies her 


allegations. He said he was with his 


parents in Illinois when the Oklaho- 
ma City bomb exploded. 

ATF reports say agents believed 
Howe was mentally unstable and 
stopped using her as an informant in 
March 1995, then reactivated her 
after the bombing. An ATF agent has 
said that Howe never specifically 
mentioned the Murrah building as a 


target. 
Key said he believes the govern- 
ment was planning a move against 


_ Elohim City and possibly Strassmeir, 


but called it off a few weeks before 
the bombing. 

He also said he believes federal 
agents planned to allow McVeigh’s 
bomb-laden rental truck to enter 
Oklahoma City and then stop it, but 
the plan went awry and the explo- 
sives were detonated. 

He and others also point to the 
numerous sightings of McVeigh with 
another man in Oklahoma City in the 
days and moments before the bomb- 
ing. Key also finds credible the analy- 
sis of retired Air Force Brig. Gen. 
Benton Partin, who said he believes 
other bombs placed inside the Mur- 
rah building caused the extensive 
damage. Partin testified before the 
grand jury last month. 

Mahon was called before the 
grand jury in July. 

According to Oklahoma City’s dai- 


ly newspaper, the Daily Oklahoman, 


Which has kept track of the grand | 


jury by interviewing witnesses before 
and after their testimony, Mahon 
asked for immunity from prosecution 
and invoked his right against self- 
incriminating testimony. 

The grand jury also has heard 


from a postal clerk who said she saw’ 


McVeigh and another man in the 
post office near the Murtah building 
two days before the bombing. 

Key also said the FBI warned the 
Oklahoma City Fire Department on 


the Friday before the bombing to be | 


on the lookout for suspicious people 
coming into town. 

Former FBI official Kennedy finds 
conspiracy claims outrageous. 


“| absolutely bristle when I hear 


any suggestion the government 
would conspire to murder 168 peo- 
ple,” said Kennedy, now vice chair- 
man of Guardsmark, a private securi- 
ty firm in Memphis, Tenn. 

Although the federal grand jury 
indictment named McVeigh, Nichols 
and others unknown, Kennedy said it 
would be wrong to believe others 
were involved. He said the grand jury 
issued the indictment in the middle 
of the investigation. 

Since then agents have come to 
believe only McVeigh and Nichols 
were involved. 

“No one else has ever been identi- 
fied simply because there isn’t any- 
one else,” said Kennedy, who retired 
in February. 


The bombing investigation, the | 


largest in U.S. history, involved law 
enforcement agents nationwide and 
was under intense media scrutiny for 
months. Keeping all those people 
quiet in a conspiracy goes against 
human nature, he said. 

Kennedy said some of the sight- 
ings of McVeigh just cannot be credi- 
ble. i 

“lt seemed at one point that half 
the people in Oklahoma City were 
convinced they saw McVeigh mo- 


ments before the bomb went off,” he | 


said. “Obviously all those people 
couldn't have seen him.” 


If the grand jury develops credible | 


information, Kennedy said he be- 
lieves federal investigators would 
willingly accept it, Another person 
close to the investigation, however, 


doubts the Oklahoma City grand jury | 


will find anything new and said its 
work will not hinder the Nichols trial. 


Staff writer Tim Doran can be 
reached at 1-313-223-4543 or by E- 


- mail at doran@det-freepress.com 


